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UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY OF FUJAIRAH

Course Syllabus

College Name: Humanities and Sciences
Department Name: Sociology and Social Work
Program Name: Master of Sociology
Academic Year:

Current Semester: [ Fall Spring OSummer:

Course Title Digital Sociology MSO604

1. Number of Credit Hours, Contact Hours, and Prerequisites:

Credit Hours 3
Contact Hours 3
Prerequisite(s) (if any) NA
Co-requisite(s) (if any) NA

2. Instructor’s Name and Contact Information:
NI Office No.
E-mail Office Tel.

3. Catalog Course Description:

The course deals with the meaning of digital society, theorizing digital society, Manuel
Castells theory of the network society, reconceptualizing research in the digital era, the
digitized academic, and critical sociology of big data. It also deals with the diversity of digital
technology use, digital politics, citizen digital public engagement, the digitized body/self, and
social media uses and social effects

4. Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
Upon successful completion of the course, students shall be able to:

Corresponding Program
Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

1-  Understanding the advanced
cognitive frameworks of sociology, its Knowledge
theories and methods.

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) Emirates QF

1. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding
of digital society and its role in society.
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2. Acquire the specialized skills
Evaluate the diversity of digital | necessary to conduct qualitative and
technology use quantitative  research  studies in
sociology.

Demonstrate  proficiency to  frame | 3. Utilizing the acquired sociological Skill
personal experiences and global trends of | knowledge  to confront  social

.. . challenges.
the digital age into a more formal 4- Analyze social, development, and

theoretical framework for social- and | gategic issues through creative critical
technological change. thinking

4- Analyze social, development, and
strategic issues through creative critical
Develop community understanding and | thinking

carry on research and study. 5-Planning  social,  development, Self
strategic, applied and research projects
and leading work teams. Development

Skill

5. Week-by-week Course Topics and Contents, including sessions for assessments
(Theory Class):

Corresponding

Topics and Contents CLOs (#)

Introduction: life is digital

Theorizing digital society

Manuel Castells theory of the network society
Reconceptualizing research in the digital era
The digitized academic

A critical sociology of big data

The diversity of digital technology use
Digital politics and citizen digital public
engagement

The digitized body/self

Social media uses and social effects
Review and evaluate (final exam)

6. Week-by-week Experiment Topics and Contents: Not applicable

7. Relating the CLOs to the Assessment Tools to demonstrate the attainment level of
CLOs:

CLO # Assessment Tool(s)

1-Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of Med-Term Exam ¢
digital society and its role in society. Short paper assignments
Med-Term Exam
Report.

2-Evaluate the diversity of digital technology use
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3-Demonstrate proficiency to frame personal Med & Final-Term Exam, elective seminars
experiences and global trends of the digital age
into a more formal theoretical framework for
social- and technological change.

4-Develop community understanding and carry on | Final exam,
research and study. Analysis of a scientific article

8. Out-of-Class Assignments:

Assignment Title Submission Due Date
Report Week 9
Analysis of a scientific article Week 13

9. Course Assessment.
Course Assessment Tools:

Assessment Tools Assessment Date Weight (%0)
Mid-Term Exam Week 8 20
Paper projects Week 10 10

Short paper assignments (summarize |Week 11 15
and critique)

elective seminars Week 12+13 10

Analysis of a scientific article Week 14 15
Final Exam Week 16 30

10. Teaching and learning methodologies, including any use of online instruction:
Powerpoint presentation Group work Pair work
Student presentation Roleplay
Teacher-student interaction
Using the Internet to enhance the course content
Moodle quizzes

11. Course texts, recommended readings, instructional material, and learning
resources.

a. Course Text book:

Digital Sociology
Author(s): Deborah Lupton
Edition: 1st Edition
Publisher: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group
Publishing Year: [
978-1-138-02276-8 ---- 978-1-138-02277-5

b. References
= Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society, Wiley Online Books
2019, Print ISBN:9781405196864 | Online ISBN:9781444319514
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781444319514
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/book/10.1002/9781444319514

Christoph Musik , Alexander Bogner ,Digitalization and Society: A Sociology of
Technology Perspective on Current Trends in Data, Digital Security and the Internet,
1st ed, Springer, 2019, ISBN-10: 365825890X- 13 : 978-3658258900.
Neil Selwyn, What is Digital Sociology? Polity; 1st Edition, 2019, ISBN-13 : 978-
1509527113.
Daril Joseph Bonner (Author), Joseph Bonner , The Impact of Social Media,
Independently published,2019, ISBN-13 : 978-1797947129

= Hana S. Noor AL-Deen and John Allen Hendricks, Social Media,Usage and Impact,

Lexington Books,2011
= DuaneF. Alwin, Diane H. Felmlee , Derek A. Kreager , Social Networks and the

Life Course: Integrating the Development of Human Lives and Social Relational
Networks (Frontiers in Sociology and Social Research Book 2) 1st ed, Springer,
2018, ISBN :13: 978-3319715438, -10: 3319715437.
Noortje Marres, Digital Sociology: The Reinvention of Social Research ,1st
Edition, Polity; 2017, ISBN-13: 978-0745684796.
Jessie Daniels, Karen Gregory, Digital Sociologies 1st Edition, Policy Press; 2016,
ISBN-13: 978-1447329015.
K. Orton-Johnson , N. Prior , Digital Sociology: Critical Perspectives, Palgrave
Macmillan; 2013th Edition, ISBN-13: 978-0230222830.
Nasrullah Memon, Reda Alhajj , From Sociology to Computing in Social
Networks: Theory, Foundations and Applications, Springer-Verlag Wien;1 Edition,
2010, ISBN-978-3-7091-0293-0.
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d. Scientific journals

International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/0144-333X

Sociology Mind
www.scirp.org/journal/sm

American Journal of Sociology

https://www.jstor.org/journal/amerjsoci
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https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Duane+F.+Alwin&text=Duane+F.+Alwin&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Diane+H.+Felmlee&text=Diane+H.+Felmlee&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Derek+A.+Kreager&text=Derek+A.+Kreager&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4786765._
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/0144-333X
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/0144-333X
https://www.scirp.org/journal/sm
https://www.jstor.org/journal/amerjsoci

Journal of Sociology

https://www.tasa.org.au/content.aspx?page id=22&club id=671860&module id=357446

Journal of Digital Social Research

https://www.jdsr.io/

New Media & Society

https://journals.sagepub.com/home/nms

c. Data bases
Almanhal
Daralmandoma
ProQuest
E-marefa
Springer

d. Websites
= https://www.jstor.org/stable/42853468
= http://www.cambridge.org/us/0521122937
= https://univ-annaba.academia.edu/
= www.sociological-uae.org.ae
= http://pubcouncil.kuniv.kw/jss/arabic
e.Teaching materials and learning resources:
- The model
- Databases
- The Internet (scientific Web sites)

Microsoft Word PowerPoint
A Data Show Projector Internet Access

12. University Policies and Grading system
The students are required to fully understand and observe the following policies of
the University:

Attendance Policy:
The students are required to attend and participate fully in the classes and other sessions
scheduled for the course. An absence of 25% of the course classes will result in a
withdrawal/fail in the course.
Student Academic Integrity Policy:
USTF is committed to enforcing a strict code of academic integrity in its academic pursuits.
The academic integrity code of the University prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty.
This includes cheating and plagiarism and applies to all courses, assignments, projects
reports/dissertations or exams completed by students. The University does not tolerate any
violation of academic misconduct and imposes a strict system of penalties.

Grading System:

University of Science and Technology of Fujairah

Page 30 of 72



https://www.tasa.org.au/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=671860&module_id=357446
https://www.jdsr.io/
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/nms
https://www.jstor.org/stable/42853468
http://www.cambridge.org/us/0521122937
https://univ-annaba.academia.edu/
http://www.sociological-uae.org.ae/
http://pubcouncil.kuniv.kw/jss/arabic

The University uses the relative grading system, which is based on a four-point scale. An
overall grade will be assigned on the following grading scale.
graduate:

Grades

A B+ B

C+ C

Points

4.0 3.5 3.0

2.5 2.0

Marks %

90-100

13. Evaluation Tools:

Tool
number

Tool type

Excellent

Middle

1

Report

*|dentifying and
analyzing key
terms and concepts
in digital sociology,
aiding in a deeper
understanding of
these concepts
while elucidating
the subsidiary
relationships
among them.

*The report relies
on references and
previous studies in
digital sociology to
support
understanding and
analysis, presenting
different
perspectives.

*The distinctive
ability of the
student to derive
and construct
innovative
concepts in digital
sociology.

*|dentifying key
terms and concepts
in digital sociology,
aiding in a deeper
understanding of
these concepts while
elucidating the
subsidiary
relationships among
them

*The report relies
solely on references
in digital sociology
to support
understanding,
analysis, and present
different
perspectives

*The student's
capacity to derive
and build concepts
in digital sociology.

*The student's
\Weakness in
identifying and
analyzing key terms
and  concepts  in
digital  sociology,
hindering a deeper
understanding  of
these concepts and
elucidation of
Subsidiary
relationships among
them

*The report does not
rely on references
and previous studies
in digital sociology
to support
understanding,
analysis, or present
different

perspectives.

*The student's
inability to derive
and  build concepts
in digital sociology.

Analysis of a scientific
article

* ldentifying the
objective and
content of the
scientific  article,
and assessing

* The lack of clear
definition of the
objective and
content  of  the
scientific article, and

* The clear
Wweakness in
defining the
pbjective and

content of the
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Short paper assignments

whether the article
comprehensively
and accurately
covers a specific
topic

* Examining the
method researchers
used to gather and
analyze data, and
assessing  whether
the process was
systematic and
logical.

*Understanding and
assessing the data
and results
obtained, and
whether these
results support the
hypotheses
presented in the
article or the main
objective of the
study.

. Clear and concise
thesis statement.

- Well-organized
structure with
logical flow of
ideas.

- Strong use of
evidence to support
arguments.

-Critical ~ analysis
and deep insights.

-Creativity and
originality in ideas.

whether the article
comprehensively
and accurately
covers a specific
topic.

*Examination solely
of the  method
researchers used to
collect and analyze
data.

*The unclear
understanding  and
evaluation of the
data and results
obtained, and
whether these results
support the
hypotheses
presented in the
article or the main
objective of the
study.

-Thesis statement is
present but could be
more focused.

. Structure is
somewhat organized
but lacks coherence.

3. Evidence is
included but may
not fully support
arguments.

- Some analysis and
insights but could be
deeper.

scientific  article,
and ~ whether  the
article
comprehensively
and accurately!
covers a specific
topic

**Random
pxamination of the
Imethod researchers
used to collect and
analyze data, and
pvaluating  whether
the process was
Systematic and
logical.

* The evident flaw
in  understanding
and  evaluating the
data and results
pbtained, and
whether these
results support the
hypotheses
presented in  the
article or the main
objective  of  the
article

-Unclear or missing
thesis statement.

-Poorly organized
Structure with
disjointed ideas.

- Lack of evidence
to support
arguments.

- Superficial
analysis and lack of
critical thinking.

- Lack of creativity
and original ideas.
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elective seminars

Demonstrates
exceptional
understanding and
engagement with
course material

- Actively
participates in
discussions and
provides insightful
contributions

- Produces high-
quality projects or
presentations that
exceed
expectations

- Shows originality
and creativity in

their work

-ldeas are somewhat
creative but lack
originality.

- Participates in
discussions but may
require prompting to
contribute

- Completes
assignments
adequately but may
lack polish or
originality

- Demonstrates
comprehension  but
may not excel in
critical thinking or
analysis

- Demonstrates
limited
understanding of
course material

- Rarely
participates in
discussions or
provides shallow
contributions

- Presents
incomplete or
Subpar work that
does not meet
expectations

- Shows little effort
or engagement with
the subject matter

Instructor’s Signature:

Head of Department’s Signature:
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= Puspa Melati Wan; Abdul Halim Wan, Clinical Sociology- Moving from Theory to Practice,
Springer,2020
H. Warren Dunham, Clinical Sociology: Its Nature and Function, Clinical Sociology Review,
Volume 1 | Issue 1, Article 5.

Jan Marie Fritz, International Clinical Sociology (Clinical Sociology: Research and Practice),
Springer,2010
Howard M. Rebach, John G. Bruhn, Handbook of Clinical Sociology (Clinical Sociology: Research
and Practice) 2nd Edition, Springer,2001, ISBN-13 : 978-0306465123

= Louis Wirth, Clinical Sociology, Clinical Sociology review ,vol.1,1982
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Course Syllabus

Humanities and sciences
Sociology and Social Work
Master of Sociology

College Name:
Department Name:
Program Name:
Academic Year:

Current Semester: [ Fall OSummer:

SO -MNi A Sociology and Artificial Intelligence MS0608

1.Number of Credit Hours, Contact Hours, and Prerequisites:
Credit Hours 3
Contact Hours 3
Prerequisite(s) (if any) MS0604
Co-requisite(s) (if any) NA

O Spring
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2. Instructor’s Name and Contact Information:
Name Office No.
E-mail Office Tel.

3. Catalog Course Description:

The course deals with the Artificial intelligence: concept, objectives and applications, the most
important challenges, threats, and moral risks imposed by artificial intelligence, Ethics of
artificial intelligence and society, Human rights guarantees and ethical covenants in the world
of metaverses, robots, and algorithms, Artificial intelligence and our society, Artificial
intelligence and privacy. It also deals with Artificial intelligence technology and its impact on
the emergence of the fifth industrial revolution and societal transformation, Artificial
intelligence, its future development prospects, and its desired policy and towards a national
strategy that supports artificial intelligence technology as a pillar of comprehensive
development and national security.

4. Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
Upon successful completion of the course, students shall be able to:

Corresponding Program

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

. . - Knowledge
Demonstrate an in depth | 1- Understanding the advanced cognitive

understanding of Artificial Intelligence | frameworks of sociology, its theories and
and its Sociological Conception methods.

Critically analyze the ethical and | 2. Acquire the specialized skills
societal implications of artificial | necessary to conduct qualitative and skill
intelligence quantitative research studies in sociology.

3- Develop strategies for effectively | 4- Analyze social, development, and | Autonomy
integrating Artificial intelligence tools into | strategic issues through creative critical | and

a student’s learning experience. thinking. Responsibility
5-Planning social, development, | Role in
strategic, applied and research | Context
projects in the United Arab Emirates
and leading work teams.

4-Evaluate the future implications of
Artificial intelligence on society.

5. Week-by-week Course Topics and Contents, including sessions for assessments
(Theory Class):

Corresponding

Tobi
opics and Contents CLOS

Acrtificial intelligence: concept , objectives and
applications

The most important challenges, threats, and moral
risks imposed by artificial intelligence

Ethics of artificial intelligence and society
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Human rights guarantees and ethical covenants in
the world of metaverses, robots, and algorithms
Artificial intelligence and our society

Artificial intelligence and privacy

Artificial intelligence technology and its impact on
the emergence of the fifth industrial revolution and
societal transformation

Anrtificial intelligence, its future development
prospects, and its desired policy

Towards a national strategy that supports artificial
intelligence technology as a pillar of comprehensive
development and national security

16 Review and evaluate (final exam)

6 . Week-by-week Experiment Topics and Contents: Not applicable

7.Relating the CLOs to the Assessment Tools to demonstrate the attainment level of
CLOs:

CLOo# Assessment Tool(s)

1-Demonstrate an in depth understanding of Artificial | Med-Term Exam
Intelligence and its Sociological Conception

2-Critically analyze the ethical and societal implications of | Med-Term Exam, and short paper
artificial intelligence assignments

3- Develop strategies for effectively integrating | Final Exam, Elective Seminar
Artificial intelligence tools into a student’s learning
experience.

4-Evaluate the future implications of Artificial | Final exam, Assignments1Rep.
intelligence on society.

8.0ut-of-Class Assignments:

Assignment Title Submission Due Date
Short paper assignments Week 9

Assignments1Rep. Week 12+13

9.Course Assessment.

Course Assessment Tools:
Assessment Tools Assessment Date Weight (%)
Mid-Term Exam Week 8 20
Short paper assignments Week 10 15
Elective Seminar Week 11+12 20
Assignments1Rep. Week 14 15
Final Evaluation Week 16 30
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10.Teaching and learning methodologies, including any use of online instruction:

Power point presentation Group work Pair work
Student presentation Role play

Teacher-student interaction

Using the Internet to enhance the course content

Moodle quizzes

11.Course texts, recommended readings, instructional material, and learning
resources.

a. Course Text book:

Artificial Intelligence - Ethical, social, and security impacts for the
present and the future,
Author(s): Julie Mehan

-
Publisher: IT Governance Publishing

SIS (2022),

. References
= Anthony Elliott,( 2023), The Routledge Social Science Handbook of Al, 1st Edition,
Routledge ISBN9781032022567
Edited By Brian P. Bloomfield(2020 )The Question of Artificial Intelligence:
Philosophical and Sociological Perspectives, 1st Edition , Routledge  ISBN
9781138585348

Baum, Seth D., 2020. Deep learning and the sociology of human-level artificial
intelligence. Metascience, vol. 29, no. 2 (July), pages 313-317 DOI 10.1007/s11016-
020-00510-6. Read Cube., Wiley.

Nils J. Nilsson, The Quest for Artificial Intelligence: A History of Ideas and
Achievements, THE QUEST FOR ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE A HISTORY OF
IDEAS AND ACHIEVEMENTS, Cambridge University Press, 2018.

Nigel Gilbert; Jim Doran, Simulating Societies: The Computer Simulation of Social
Phenomena, Routledge Library Editions: Artificial Intelligence, Taylor and Francis,
2018, ISBN-13-9780815349266

Grace, K., Salvatier, J., Dafoe, A., Zhang, B., Evans, O. (2018) ‘When Will Al Exceed
Human Performance? Evidence from Al Experts’, Journal of Artificial Intelligence
Research, 62, pp. 729-754.

Seibt, J. (2017b). Towards an Ontology of Simulated Social Interaction: Varieties of
the “As If” for Robots and Humans in Hakli, R. & Seibt, J. Sociality and Normativity
for Robots. Cham, Switzerland: Springer International Publishing, pp. 11-39.

Seibt, J., Hakli, R., & Ngrskov, M. (2014) Sociable robots and the future of social

relations: Proceedings of Robo-philosophy 2014. Amsterdam: 10S Press.
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d. Scientific journals
International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy

https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/0144-333X

Sociology Mind
www.scirp.org/journal/sm

American Journal of Sociology

https://www.jstor.org/journal/amerjsoci

Journal of Sociology

https://www.tasa.org.au/content.aspx?page id=22&club id=671860&module id=357446

Journal of Digital Social Research

https://www.jdsr.io/

New Media & Society

https://journals.sagepub.com/home/nms

Data bases
Almanhal

DaralmandomaProQuest
E-marefa

. Web sites
= https://www.jstor.org/stable/42853468
= http://www.cambridge.org/us/0521122937
= https://univ-annaba.academia.edu/
= www.sociological-uae.org.ae
= http://pubcouncil.kuniv.kw/jss/arabic

12. University Policies and Grading system
The students are required to fully understand and observe the following policies of
the University:
Attendance Policy:
The students are required to attend and participate fully in the classes and other sessions
scheduled for the course. An absence of 25% of the course classes will result in a
withdrawal/fail in the course.
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http://pubcouncil.kuniv.kw/jss/arabic

Student Academic Integrity Policy:
USTF is committed to enforcing a strict code of academic integrity in its academic pursuits.
The academic integrity code of the University prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty.
This includes cheating and plagiarism and applies to all courses, assignments, projects
reports/dissertations or exams completed by students. The University does not tolerate any

violation of academic misconduct and imposes a strict system of penalties

Grading System:
The University uses the relative grading system, which is based on a four-point scale. An
overall grade will be assigned on the following grading scale.

graduate:

Grades

A B+ B

C+

Points

4.0 3.5 3.0

2.5

Marks %

13.Assignment Rubrics:

Project
Definition

Excellent

Satisfactory

Short paper
assignments

- Thoroughly addresses the
prompt or question

- Presents a clear statement or
argument

- Provides strong evidence and
examples .

- Demonstrates critical
thinking and analysis

- Well-organized and coherent
structure

- Shows originality and

creativity in ideas presented

- Addresses most aspects
of the prompt or
question

- Presents a somewhat
clear statement or
argument

- Provides adequate
evidence

- Shows some critical
thinking and analysis

- Structure is somewhat
organized and coherent

- Some originality in ideas
presented

Does not fully
address the prompt
or question.

- Lacks a clear
statement or
argument

- Provides weak or
insufficient evidence
- Shows little critical
thinking or analysis

- Poor organization
and coherence

- Lack of originality in
ideas presented

Elective Seminar

- Demonstrates in-depth
understanding of the seminar
topic

- Shows a basic
understanding of the
seminar topic

- Demonstrates little
understanding of the
seminar topic
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- Engages actively in
discussions and contributes
valuable insights

- Presents arguments clearly
and effectively

- Shows original and creative
thinking

- Exhibits strong critical
thinking skills

- Goes above and beyond the
requirements of the seminar

- Participates in
discussions adequately

- Presents arguments
with some clarity

- Demonstrates some
critical thinking skills

- Meets the requirements
of the seminar

- Does not actively
engage in discussions

- Presents weak
arguments or lacks
clarity

- Shows little critical
thinking skills

- Fails to meet the
requirements of the
seminar

.Assignments1Rep

the report include accurate
and reliable information about
the
understanding  of

community's
artificial
and

intelligence  Analysis

include comprehensive
analysis and interpretation of
Are the
the

understanding

the communities
factors influencing
community's
clearly explained and logically

justified.

Use reliable references and
strong evidence to support
reports.

System and logical sequence of

information.

The
includes

report generally

accurate and
reliable information
about the community's
understanding of
artificial intelligence, but
some sources may lack
the

information may not be

credibility or

fully supported

Use some evidence and
references to support
diagnosis and provide
solutions.

The information is well
organized and there is
some logical order and

organization.

The report contains
inaccurate or
unreliable

information about
the

understanding of

community's

artificial intelligence,
lacking proper

sources or evidence.

Irregular and unclear
arrangement of
information.

Instructor’s Signature:

Head of Department’s Signature:
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1-Demonstrate an in-depth
understanding of digital society and its
role in society.

2-Evaluate the diversity of digital
technology use

3-Demonstrate proficiency to frame
personal experiences and global trends of
the digital age into a more formal
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theoretical framework for social- and

technological change.

4-Develop community understanding
and carry on research and study.
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1-Demonstrate an in depth understanding of
Artificial Intelligence and its Sociological
Conception

2-Critically analyze the ethical and societal
implications of artificial intelligence

3- Develop strategies for effectively integrating
Artificial intelligence tools into a student’s
learning experience.

4-Evaluate the future implications of Artificial
intelligence on society.
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